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BLAIRSTOWN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 18, 2021 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

OPENING; ROLL CALL 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Moorhead at 7:00 pm. Those present were 

Committeeman Orcutt, Committeeman Sikkes, Committeewoman Van Valkenburg, Deputy 

Mayor Waldron and Mayor Moorhead. 

 

The FLAG SALUTE was conducted. 

 

SUNSHINE STATEMENT 

Mayor Moorhead read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been 

provided in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, P.L. 1975, Ch. 231 setting forth the 

time, date, place and purpose of this Public Meeting through a legal notice published in The Star 

Ledger and New Jersey Herald following the Township’s Annual Reorganization Meeting at 

which the 2021 meeting schedule was adopted.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS– up to 5 speakers, 3 minutes each 

No Public Comment 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS FOR THE MONTH OF JULY: 

 

 Animal Control Officer (ACO) 

 Blairstown Ambulance Corp 

 Blairstown Fire Department (Hose Co. No. 1) 

 Chief Financial Officer 

Department of Public Works 

Police Department 

Tax Collector  

Township Clerk 

Vacant and Abandoned Properties  

 

Mayor Moorhead read from the reports number of calls that were answered by the Animal 

Control Officer, Blairstown Police Department and Blairstown Hose Company.  Mayor 

Moorhead also stated that $18,5000 has been collected from vacant and abandoned properties  

 

Chief Slater from the Blairstown Hose Company requested that the committee  approve a letter 

of intent to be placed on the production list for a new pumper truck.  The Township could save 

$35,000 if placed on the production line list. Discussion took place on  the purchase of a used 

pumper truck.  Chief Slater agreed to get prices and bring them to the next township meeting.   

 

Discussion also arose regarding expenditure of the Blairstown Hose Company and presenting 

those expenditures to the Frelinghuysen and Hardwick committees to share more of the cost.  
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Motion made by Van Valkenburg, second by Sikkes and carried to accept July Department 

Head Reports.  

 

MINUTES:  

 

1. July 28, 2021 Executive Session Meeting Minutes 

2. July 28, 2021 Pubic Session Meeting Minutes 

 

Motion made by Van Valkenburg, second by Waldron and carried to approve the above 

minutes changing the wording from called to emailed on page 3 of 20 of the July 28, 2021 

Public Session Meeting Minutes.   

 

 

ORDINANCES:  

 

Public Hearing/ Adoption: 

2021-07- An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 184 “Vehicles and Traffic”, Section 184-11 

“Parking Prohibited at all Times on Certain Streets” of the Code of the Township of 

Blairstown 

 WHEREAS, the Township Code contains a section regarding locations throughout the 

Township where parking is prohibited at all times; and 

 

 WHEREAS, upon the input of the Director of the DPW, the Township Committee has 

reviewed the current Code and determined that it is necessary to amend the Code section to add 

another location; and 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township 

of Blairstown, Warren County, New Jersey, that Section 184-11 entitled “Parking Prohibited at 

all times on certain streets” of the Code of the Township of Blairstown be an is hereby amended 

as follows: 

 

 SECTION 1. Chapter 184 “Vehicles and Traffic”, Section 184-11 “Parking Prohibited 

at all times on certain streets” shall be amended to read as follows: 

 

A. No person shall park a vehicle at any time upon any streets or parts thereof described. 

 Name of Street Sides Location 

 Airport Road* Both Entire Length 

 Belcher Road* Both From Cedar Lake Road to the railroad 

culvert 

 Blair Place Both From Main Street to Millbrook Road 

 Bridge Street West From Douglas Street to Highway 94 

 Carhart Street East From Main Street to Vail Street 

 Carhart Street North Entire Length 

 Cedar Lake Road * Both From Sand Hill Road to Airport Road 

 Douglas Street North Entire Length 

 East Avenue South Entire length 
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 Name of Street Sides Location 

 Gaisler Road, Cul-de-sac, Both Entire area of the curvature of the cul-de-

sac at the termination of Gaisler Road 

 High Street South From the intersection of High Street and 

Millbrook Road (County Road 602) to the 

Blairstown Township/Hardwick Township 

municipal boundary line (said municipal 

line is situate 200 plus or minus feet west of 

the intersection of Millbrook Road and 

Stillwater Road (County Route 521) 

 Lambert Road* Both From Cedar Lake Road to Airport Road 

 Main Street North Area over Blair Creek 

 Noe Road Both From the intersection of Noe Road and 

Raub Road south to the point at which Noe 

Road becomes one way. 

NOTES: 

 

*The Township Committee of the Township of Blairstown may provide for and regulate the parking of 

vehicles in areas so designated and marked. 

 

B. Any violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed $25 or by 

imprisonment for a period not to exceed 10 days, or both.  

 

 All other portions of this Chapter remain unchanged. 

 

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Township of Blairstown 

inconsistent herewith are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

SECTION 3. If any section, subsection, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any 

reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid by any court or competent jurisdiction, such 

decision shall not affect the remaining portion of this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 4. This law shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval and 

publication as required by law. 

 

 

Motion made by Waldron, second by Van Valkenburg to open the public hearing.  

No public comment. 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Van Valkenburg to close the public hearing.  

Motion made by Sikkes, second by Waldron and approved by roll call vote: Orcutt—yes, 

Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead—yes, the adoption of 

Ordinance 2021-07. 
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2021-08-An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 19 “Land Development” of the Code of the 

Township of Blairstown 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Code contains regulations regarding aggregate coverage 

percentages; and 

 

 WHEREAS, upon the recommendations of the Zoning Officer, the Township Land Use 

Board has reviewed the Code and determined that it is necessary to amend the Code section to 

address and implement the Zoning Officer’s recommendations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee has reviewed the recommendations ot the Zoning 

Officer and Land Use Board and determined that the Code should be amended. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township 

of Blairstown, Warren County, New Jersey, that Article 19-400 entitled “Zoning District 

Regulations” of the Code of the Township of Blairstown be and is hereby amended as follows: 

 

 SECTION 1. Section 19-403 “Grandfathered vacant lots and detached dwelling units” 

shall be amended to read as follows: 

 

§ 19-403 Grandfathered vacant lots and detached dwelling units.  

 

A. Vacant lots. Any vacant lot in the R-5 District between one acre and three acres in 

area, and any vacant lot in the R-5 District between three and five acres in area, which 

vacant lot existed on February 15, 2001, shall be permitted to be developed with a single-

family dwelling, and with the permitted accessory uses noted in § 19-405B of this 

chapter, all in accordance with the following respective yard and coverage requirements 

which originally governed the development of such sized lots on the subject lands, 

provided that all other requirements in § 19-405C, 19-405E and 19-405F of this chapter 

for the R-5 District also shall apply, and provided further that all necessary permits and 

approvals for construction on the lot are secured in the usual manner: 

 Yard or Coverage Measurement 

Existing Lots Between 1 

and 3 Acres in Area 

Existing Lots Between 3 

and 5 Acres in Area 

 Minimum lot width (feet) 150 200 

 Minimum lot frontage (feet)[3] 150 200 

 Minimum lot depth (feet) 200 300 

 Minimum side yard (each) (feet) 25 50 

 Minimum front yard (feet) 50 50 

 Minimum rear yard (feet) 50 75 

 Accessory building minimum distance 

to side line (feet) 

15 30 

 Accessory building minimum distance 

to rear line (feet) 

15 30 

 Accessory building minimum distance 

to other building (feet) 

20 20 

 Maximum coverage of all buildings 10%[1] 8%[2] 
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 Yard or Coverage Measurement 

Existing Lots Between 1 

and 3 Acres in Area 

Existing Lots Between 3 

and 5 Acres in Area 

(percent) 

 Maximum total lot coverage (percent) 15% 14% 

 NOTES: 

 [1] In any case, the aggregate coverage of all accessory buildings on a lot shall not exceed 

40% or 900 square feet (whichever is greater) of the coverage of the principal building on 

the lot. 

 [2] In any case, the aggregate coverage of all accessory buildings on a lot shall not exceed 

50% or 1200 square feet (whichever is greater) of the coverage of the principal building 

on the lot.  

 [3] In the case of an existing flag lot where the Township Zoning Officer determines that 

no adjacent acreage is available to make the lot conforming with the minimum lot 

frontage requirement, the minimum lot frontage shall be 50 feet. For the purposes of this 

chapter, a flag lot shall be considered a lot that meets the minimum lot area, lot width and 

lot depth requirements, exclusive of its flag stem, of the zoning provisions of this chapter, 

but whose configuration is one of reduced frontage on an approved street, with the 

enlarged buildable portion of the lot located at the end or the flag stem and where the 

required lot width is met.  

 

NOTE: Any accessory building having a footprint area in excess of one thousand (1,000) 

square feet shall be located in compliance with the minimum required side and rear yard 

setback requirements for prinicipal structures in the zone district in which the accessory 

building is locatd. 

 

 All other portions of this Section remain unchanged. 

 

 SECTION 2. Section 19-405 “Single Family Residential” shall be amended to read as 

follows: 

 

§ 19-405 R-5 Single-Family Residential.  

 

D. Area and yard requirements for the R-5 District. 

 

  

Detached 

Dwellings[1] 

Fire and First 

Aid Buildings Churches Golf Courses 

 Principal Building 

Minimum 

    

 Lot area 5 ac.[2,3] 2 ac. 5 ac. 100 ac. 

 Lot frontage 300' 200' NA  

 Lot width 300' 200' 300' NA 

 Lot depth 500' 300' 500' NA 

 Side yard (each) 75' 50'[4] 100' 100 

 Front yard 75' 100' 100' 100 

 Rear yard 100' 100' 100' 100 
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 Accessory 

Building 

Minimum 

    

 Distance to side 

line 

50' 30' 50' 50' 

 Distance to rear 

line 

50' 30' 50' 100' 

 Distance to other 

building 

20' 20' 30' 50' 

 Maximum     

 Building coverage 

of principal 

building 

4% 10% 10% 1% 

 Building coverage 

of accessory 

building(s)[5] 

2% 5% 5% 1% 

 Total lot coverage 10% 25% 25% 10% 

 

 FIVE FOOTNOTES TO § 19-405D: 

 [1] For lots in the R-5 District between one acre and three acres in area, and for lots in the 

R-5 District between three and five acres in area, the grandfathering provisions of § 19-

403 may apply. 

 [2] Where a detention or retention basin is part of a residential lot, the area devoted to 

such stormwater management purposes shall not be included in the calculation of the 

minimum lot area required for the residential lot. 

 [3] For residential lots only, an area equivalent to at least one acre shall be contiguous 

noncritical areas acreage (See § 19-203 of this chapter for the definition of critical areas), 

which shall not include within it any surface stormwater management facility, and which 

must be appropriately situated for the location and construction of the detached single-

family dwelling and its appurtenances, including the septic system and potable water well 

serving the lot. 

 [4] Or not less than 100 feet where a fire station or first aid building is situated on a lot 

which abuts an existing residential use or an approved residential lot. 

 [5] In any case, the aggregate coverage of all accessory buildings on a lot shall not exceed 

100% or 1600 square feet (whichever is greater) of the coverage of the principal building 

on the lot. Where the accessory buildings are deemed to be accessory structures directly 

ancillary to the operation of a farm, as defined in § 19-203, the accessory building 

coverage shall not apply.  

 

NOTE: Any accessory building having a footprint area in excess of one thousand (1,000) 

square feet shall be located in compliance with the minimum required side and rear yard 

setback requirements for principal structures in the zone district in which the accessory 

building is located. 

 

 All other portions of this Section remain unchanged. 
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SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Township of Blairstown 

inconsistent herewith are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

SECTION 4. If any section, subsection, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any 

reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid by any court or competent jurisdiction, such 

decision shall not affect the remaining portion of this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 5. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval 

and publication as required by law. 

 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and carried to open the public hearing. 

 

No public comment 

 

Motion made by Waldron, second by Sikkes and carried to close the public hearing.  

Motion made by Waldron, second by Orcutt and approved by roll call vote: Orcutt—yes, 

Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead—yes, the adoption of 

Ordinance 2021-08 

 

 

2021-09 An Ordinance Repealing Chapter 26 “Environmental Commission” in its Entirety 

and Adding a New Chapter 26 Entitled “Environmental Committee 

 WHEREAS, the Township Code contains a Chapter establishing an Environmental 

Commission and setting forth the responsibilities of the Commission and establishing its powers 

and duties; and 

 

 WHEREAS, upon the input of the Land Use Board, the Township Committee has 

determined that the Environmental Commission shall be abolished, the Code provisions 

regarding same be repealed and a new Chapter providing for an Environmental Committee be 

introduced. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township 

of Blairstown, Warren County, New Jersey, that the Code of the Township of Blairstown be and 

is hereby amended as follows: 

 

 SECTION 1. Chapter 26 “Environmental Commission” shall be repealed in its entirety.  

The previously established Environmental Commission is hereby deemed eliminated and 

dissolved, and all offices and membership in same which has been created is hereby revoked and 

dissolved.  Any authority or power any person or persons had or was otherwise authorized by the 

existence of the Environmental Commission is hereby revoked. 

 

SECTION 2. The Code shall be amended to include a new Chapter 26 entitled 

“Environmental Committee” to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 26 Environmental Committee 

 

§26-1 Establishment and Purpose. 
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An Environmental Committee is hereby established within the Township of Blairstown 

for the sole purpose of advising the Mayor and Township Committee on issues of 

environmental concern to the residents of the Township. 

 

§26-2 Membership 

 

The Environmental Committee shall consist of nine (9) members.  The Mayor shall 

appoint, with the consent of the Township Committee, members to the Environmental 

Committee on an annual basis.   

 

It is not required that membership of the Environmental Committee include members of 

the Land Use Board or Historical Preservation Committee. 

 

§26-3 Term of Appointment 

 

Persons shall be appointed to the Environmental Committee for such term as the Mayor, 

with the consent of the Township Committee, deems appropriate and necessary.  

However, in no event shall any appointment to the Environmental Committee last any 

longer than the next annual reorganization meeting of the Mayor and Township 

Committee, provided that such person may be annually reappointed. 

 

§26-4 Powers and Duties 

 

The sole duty of the Environmental Committee and its members shall be to advise the 

Mayor and Township Committee regarding issues of environmental concern within the 

Township of Blairstown.  The Environmental Committee and its members shall also 

comment upon issues of environmental concern when requested by the Mayor and 

Township Committee to do so.  However, the Environmental Committee and its members 

shall have no power to take any action on behalf of the Township of Blairstown, or to 

take any other action other than what is set forth within this Section. 

 

§26-5 Intent 

 

It is the express intention and purpose of the Mayor and Township Committee that the 

Environmental Committee shall provide a place for environmental issues concerning the 

Township to be discussed until such time as the Mayor and Township Committee take 

formal action on an issue. 

 

 

SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Township of Blairstown 

inconsistent herewith are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

SECTION 4. If any section, subsection, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any 

reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid by any court or competent jurisdiction, such 

decision shall not affect the remaining portion of this Ordinance. 
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SECTION 5. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval 

and publication as required by law. 

 

 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and carried to open public hearing.  

 

No public comment.  

 

Motion made by Waldron, second by Van Valkenburg and carried to close public hearing.  

Motion made by Waldron, second by Van Valkenburg and approved by roll call vote: 

Orcutt—yes, Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead—yes, the 

adoption of Ordinance 2021-09. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1. 2021-91 -Refund of 2020 & 2021 Tax Overpayment 

 

WHEREAS, the assessment of the following property was reduced in 2020 thereby creating an 

overpayment of taxes paid for 2020 and 2021,  

    2020 Taxes 2021 Taxes Total Paid  Overpayment 

Block 1301 Lot 2 Qfarm $34.61  $35.85  $884.48 $814.02 

36 Millbrook Road  

Kosciuk, Cheryl 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Committee of Blairstown Township 

that the Municipal Finance Officer is hereby authorized to issue a refund check to:   

Block   1301 Lot 2 Qfarm  

 Name  Kosciuk, Cheryl    

 Address  355 4th Street    

 Address Lyndhurst, NJ 07071 

Amount $814.02 

 

 

2. 2021-92-Resolution to Cancel Lien on Property  

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Veterans Affairs has determined the Andrew J. Villalobos, 

owner of property at Block 1701, Lot 9.05, 75 Mount Hermon Road, is totally disabled, and the 

Tax Assessor granted this exemption effective April 1, 2021, and that Mr. Villalobos is to be 

exempt from that day forward in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:4-30:30 et seq.  

WHEREAS, 3rd and 4th quarter 2021 taxes remain outstanding in the amount of $6,697.52. 

WHEREAS, CoreLogic is the servicer of tax payments for multiple properties, and: 

WHEREAS, the third quarter of 2021 taxes were erroneously paid by CoreLogic resulting in an 

overpayment of taxes. 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Committee of Blairstown Township 

that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to cancel said liens from the tax records and the 

Municipal Finance Officer is hereby authorized to issue a refund check to: 

CoreLogic – Refund Unit 

PO Box 9202 

Coppell, TX 75019-9760 

Amount: $3,348.76 

 

3. 2021-93-Resolution Approving the Issuance of Raffle License No. RA: 21-06 to 

North Warren Ladies Patriots Soccer Booster Club to Conduct a Raffle on 

September 23, 2021.  

 

WHEREAS, the North Warren Ladies Patriots Soccer Booster Club has applied for a raffle 

license to conduct a raffle on September 23, 2021 at North Warren Regional High School 

consisting of New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission applications RA: 21-

06; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the proper fees have been filed with the application, and the Findings and 

Determinations by the Municipal Clerk have determined that this organization is qualified to 

conduct raffles; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, Warren County, New Jersey, that approval is hereby given for the issuance of raffle 

license RA: 21-06 to North Warren Ladies Patriots Soccer Booster Club. 

 

4. 2021-94-Resolution approving the Issuance of Raffle License no RA 21-07, RA-21-08 

RA-2109 to the North Warren Regional Football Booster Club to Conduct a Raffle 

on September 2, 2021, October 1, 2021 & October 15, 2021.  

 

WHEREAS, the North Warren Regional Football Booster Club has applied for a raffle license to 

conduct a raffle on September 2, 2021, October 1, 2021 & October 15, 2021  at North Warren 

Regional High School consisting of New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control 

Commission applications RA: 21-07, RA: 21-08, RA: 21-09; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the proper fees have been filed with the application, and the Findings and 

Determinations by the Municipal Clerk have determined that this organization is qualified to 

conduct raffles; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, Warren County, New Jersey, that approval is hereby given for the issuance of raffle 

license RA: 21-07, RA: 21-08, RA: 21-09 to North Warren Regional Football Booster Club.    

 

5. 2021-95- Resolution of the Township of Blairstown, County of Warren and State of 

New Jersey Amending the Job Description for the Animal Control Officer. 
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WHEREAS, the Township Council and the Personnel Committee, on a regular basis, review the 

job descriptions for the Township employees; and 

WHEREAS, in 2020 a formal job description for the Animal Control Officer was adopted; and 

WHEREAS, following adoption of the job description, it was determined that there was a need 

for clarification with regard to the position; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee recommends that the job description be amended as 

presented. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, in the County of Warren and State of New Jersey that the Animal Control Officer 

job description be amended as attached hereto and any further changes thereto shall be by 

resolution of the Township Committee.  

This Resolution shall take effect immediately.  

 

6. 2021-96- Approving Vouchers and Claims 

 

WHEREAS, all claims as reviewed and listed on the attached bill list are approved as reasonable 

and proper claims against the Township of Blairstown to be paid from its current fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, the CFO has certified that funds are available to pay such claims. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that the bills on the attached bill list are 

authorized to be paid. 

 

7. 2021-97-Resolution of the Township of Blairstown, County of Warren and State of 

New Jersey Authorizing Execution of an Addendum to the agreement Between the 

Township of Blairstown and Blairstown Board of Education for the Purchase of 

Property Know as 6 Lambert Road, Block 1501, Lot 20.04 on the Tax Map of 

Blairstown Township. 

 

WHEREAS, Blairstown Board of Education is the owner of certain real property known as 6 

Lambert Road, Block 1501, Lot 20.04 as identified on the Official Tax Map of the Township of 

Blairstown (the “Property”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Blairstown Board of Education has agreed to sell the Property to the Township 

of Blairstown to be utilized as open space for recreational purposes; and 
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WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown has agreed to purchase the Property for a total of 

$310,000, which funds shall come from several funding sources as outlined in the Agreement for 

Sale of real Property; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township and Blairstown Board of Education had negotiated and executed an 

acceptable written agreement setting forth the terms; and 

 

WHEREAS, due to several unforeseen circumstances, the necessary analyses on the property 

were delayed; and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties have negotiated an acceptable Addendum to the Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Addendum has been presented to, reviewed and approved by the Township of 

Blairstown Township Committee; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee desires to execute the Addendum to the Agreement 

between the Township of Blairstown and Blairstown Board of Education for the purchase of the 

property at 6 Lambert Road, Block 1501, Lot 20.04. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the 

Township of Blairstown, in the County of Warren and State of New Jersey, that the Mayor and 

Township Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the Addendum to the Agreement 

between the Township of Blairstown and Blairstown Board of Education for the purchase of the 

property at 6 Lambert Road, Block 1501, Lot 20.04. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be posted at the Township of 

Blairstown and a copy thereof delivered to Blairstown Board of Education. 

This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

Motion made by Waldron, second by Van Valkenburg and approved by roll call vote: 

Orcutt—yes, Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead—yes Consent 

Agenda items 1-4.  

 

Mayor Moorhead explained to the committee that there was an administrative change to 

the Animal Control Officers Job Description.  ACO Scott Hendricks who was “Rice 

Noticed” was unable to attend tonight’s meeting. ACO Hendricks prepared a letter to the 

committee that will be attached to this resolution.   

Motion made by Waldron, second by Sikkes and approved by roll call vote: Orcutt—yes, 

Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead-yes Consent Agenda item 5.   

 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Sikkes and approved by roll call vote: Orcutt—yes, 

Sikkes, yes, Van Valkenburg—abstain, Waldron—abstain, Moorhead—yes Consent 

Agenda item 6. 

 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Sikkes and approved by roll call vote: Orcutt—yes, 

Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—no, Waldron—no, Moorhead—yes Consent Agenda item 7.  
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Fall Festival held by BEC  

 

BEC member Dave Paulson -Water St. discussed the changes that have been made to to the BEC 

which now includes craft vendors, pumpkin activities, live music, food truck, beer garden and 

the bed race.  

 

Motion made by Waldron, second by Orcutt and carried to approve the Facility Use 

application for the Blairstown Enhancement Committee Fall Festival which will be held on 

October 16, 2021 at Footbridge Park.  

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

No New Business  

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

1. Letter from concerned parent regarding EO 251-dated August 13, 2021.  

 

2021-98- Resolution of the Township of Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New 

Jersey Opposing Executive Order 2511 

WHEREAS, the Governor of New Jersey, Philip Murphy, has enacted a new mask mandate (EO 

251) for New Jersey school children announced on August 6, 2021; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Governor has decreed that all New Jersey school children will wear a mask 

upon the return to school in September, 2021, unless specific exemption criteria is met; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown acknowledges potential risks to children from COVID 

19, the Governing Body also acknowledges that it is the right and responsibility of induvial 

parents and caregivers to make appropriate healthcare decision for their own children including 

the right to assess both the cost and benefits of mask wearing.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Governing Body endorses the fundamental 

rights of parents and guardians to make the decision of whether or not to send their children to 

school in a mask based on the parents and individual child’s healthcare needs and potential risks 

to others. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, this in no way detracts from the potential seriousness 

of COVID-19 but rather affirms parental autonomy and authority in making appropriate decision 

for their own children.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee acknowledges that parents and guardians 

along with their healthcare providers are in the best position and authority to make this 

determination for their own children.  

Motion made by Waldron, second by Sikkes and carried to approve Resolution 2021-98. 

 

2. State of New Jersey Board of Utilities I/M/O Sussex Warren Energy Cooperative Energy 

Aggregation program date August 13, 2021. 
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3. Board of County Commissioners of the County of Warren – Letter dated August 12, 

2021. 

4. State of NJ Division of Rate Counsel-/M/O Sussex Warren Energy Cooperative dated 

August 13, 2021.  

5. Warren County Department of Human Services Notice of Virtual Public Hearing 2022 

Casino Revenue Grant dated August 2, 2021. 

6. Sussex-Warren Area Energy Cooperative-GEA Program Documents to NJBPU and 

Division of Rate Council-email dated July 30, 2021. 

Mayor Moorhead read through the correspondence no action was taking on items 2-6.  

 

FROM THE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY 

 

Attorney Sullivan wanted to keep the committee updated with the Board of Education property 

and the addendum that was approved in a resolution format.  

 

 

FROM THE TOWNSHIP CLERK 

 

Clerk Shipps announced that vouchers for fall clean-up will be handed out starting August 24th 

and ending September 24th.  Fall Clean up is September 20th -September 25th.  

 

Blairstown will be having a paper shredding event on October 7, 2021 which is a Thursday from 

1 pm -4 pm.   There is also Warren County Paper Shredding event which will be held on 

September 25th 8 am -11 am at the Warren County Administration Building.  

 

FROM THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

 

Committee Member Orcutt    

 Member of Land Use Board: Class I 

Committeeman Orcutt clarified that ordinance 2021-08 was only for R5 zone.  There will be 

special meeting held on August 30th which is specifically for the Dunkin Donuts application.  

 

 Finance (Primary)  

Committeeman Orcutt & Mayor Moorhead met with Chief Financial Officer regarding the long-

term bond ordinance and a meeting has been scheduled with the township auditor and township 

bond council.   

Open Space  

Meeting will be held in September and the Agriculture Advisory Committee will be in 

attendance.   

 

Roads/ Buildings & Grounds (Primary) 

David Simmons Professional Engineer has filed an extension which has been accepted by the 

NJDEP regarding the well water conditioning.  

DPW has done the routine tree trimming and mowing of townships grounds and sports fields.  

Committeeman Orcutt addressed the road work that was done on Kishpaugh, Shotwell, Angus 

and Labarre roads. 
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Committeeman Orcutt mentioned that Mayor Moorhead will be meeting Chief Johnson 

regarding hiring police officers.  

 

COMMITTEE MEMBER SIKKES                 

 Public Safety- Ambulance (Alternate) 

Committeeman Sikkes stated  that the Ambulance Corp is in need of volunteers 

  

 Public Safety- Deputy Police Commissioner 

Committeeman Sikkes discussed the need for an extra officer.  

 

Committeeman Sikkes encouraged residents to stop by the new ice cream shop on Main Street 

called Sundae’ 

  

COMMITTEE MEMBER VAN VALKENBURG     

   

 Recreation (Primary) 

Committeewoman Van Valkenburg encouraged residents to take a look into the recreation page 

on the website.  There are programs for every age.  

  

Committeewoman Van Valkenburg  discussed the increase of water consumption at the 

Blairstown Elementary school.   

 

Committeewoman Van Valkenburg would like to discuss the water tower at the next workshop 

meeting.  

 

Committeewoman Van Valkenburg commented on a letter that the committee received from 

resident McGee regarding her property taxes and the fact that the school did not provide internet 

service for remote learning. Mrs.   Van Valkenburg spoke with the Blairstown Elementary school 

administration and confirmed that the school provided hot spots to families who had internet 

trouble and also laptops.  

 

Committeewoman Van Valkenburg would like Zoning officer David Diehl to look into some of 

the properties that were mentioned in a letter from O’Brian Architect regarding the conditions of 

buildings in town.   

 

Tax Rate breakdown is online.  

 

Committeewoman Van Valkenburg read that a new law requires lead paint inspections be done 

for all rental properties. Next July lead paint inspections will begin and municipalities can be 

fined if laws are not  followed.  

Remediation at Walnut Valley Road results will be in soon and there will be one more round of 

testing in November.  

 

Deputy Mayor WALDRON          

             Public Education- Blairstown Elementary School 

Board of Ed is looking into a public safety officer.  

 Public Safety Ambulance (Primary) 
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Brian Weber stepped down as Captain and John Browning was promoted to Captain. There are 6 

new volunteers who have joined.  Deputy Mayor Waldron would like to keep advertising and 

keep the sign up in front of the Municipal Building.  

 

 Public Safety-Police Commissioner 

Deputy Mayor Waldron is looking for additional funding to equip officers.   

 

Mayor MOORHEAD        

Historic Preservation Committee 

John I Blairs birthday is August 22nd a request has been submitted by the Historic Preservation 

Committee to have a John I Blair day. A proclamation will be prepared at a future meeting from 

the Historic Preservation Committee.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

Doreen Rutherford owner of 7 Carhart St. spoke to the committee regarding allowing Airbnb.  

Ms. Rutherford stated that there is tourism increase which could benefit local businesses.  Ms. 

Rutherford feels that parents of Blair Academy are also looking for a place to stay when they 

visit their children.  

 

Russ Brag -7 Alexander who has had several Airbnb explained Airbnb is not for everyone.  

Owners need to cross reference who is staying in their home in order for it to be a success in the 

town.   

 

  

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Sikkes, second by Waldron and carried to adjourn tonight’s township 

meeting at 9:33 p.m. 
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